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CERGLTIONAL, (HOW FIR3T WICARIAN) CHUHCH

Union end Zighth Strects {northwest corner),
tleyr Bedford, Bristol County, iessachusetis.

T Ten

¢r$GLmNQ;HMMmmmi%WBmﬂwL esgachuseltis
Eighth Jtreel at Union Strees.
Churen.

1 i1al church, built in the L”“O's for one

+enent £ substan

cznce:  of the tant congregations in Hew Bedford from
the design of Alexander Jackson Davis

Phy 81091 History

)
"

Original and subseguent owners: Individuels of the First
Congregational Society in Wew Bedford, “who then sold the
pews to indemnify themselves, and deeded the property to
the society for s nominal congideration.”™ The building

is 51411 owned by the cane society, which laiter chenged _
its name to the First Wnitsrian Society. [illis, p. 543_/.

Date of erection: -1836-1538 /ibid. /.

Architect, bullders: WA, J. Davis, of Hew Yo u.-ﬁussel1
Warren, of Providence, Rhode Island, and Ltn.H Tngells,
architects, Hon. James Howland, G;deon Allen, Hon,

Joseph Grinnell, J. B, Congdon, George T. Eaﬁer Zacharish
Hillmen and cthers, building committec. Seth H. snd
William Ingalls, contractors and bullders.® 1chet50n,
pp. 183-1864 /. .

Hotes on allevaitlons and addiitions: The oripinal building
was nOEV1J‘ucua¢p9 with an entry shroush & cenbral tower
on the front /& lithogreph drawn shortiy nifter the church
wag bullt--sec below . A chapel was cdded to the north
end, on Highth Strect, &t an undeterained date, Later,
apparently in the twentieth century, this wes replaced

by 2 much larger parish house, Arvound the tum of the
century the chancel was remoduled-dnd & large Tiffeny
wosalc instelled. The colwmn capitals of the interior
were modified, and an ornamental band cerried around the
wall at the height of the capitels. Apparently at this
time a new pulpit and chancel rail were added,. and vesti-
bule wogdwork reamodeled. Lfron old phouor:nphb and obse
vanlon_/
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2. Taporiani old Lodldvhogronn of She LiAd's, showing
the originsl ou exXberior, a8l ane south gidesg,
Leveral undabed ﬁho*'gra ns of the inuwerior. before
slierations descrd
The above Vioews are In the possessicn ol thes church, and
digpleyed on b wells of the parish houze.
Tyo undau r 3. F. Adaas, photosrvopher, New

sboul The 13833's.

dedford, & CLts, apparently talen
“View froz "ou; Hougse Southeast” ghows the top pert of
the chuvch, and a2 gnall zable-roofed building with brack-

glbed cornice, vesn

other shows the sowch end east

the chsapel i the norith end.

deted, unastribuied, sltereo pair
> 2 &
Stre ob looging gouvthi~--shows the chapel

ol the church 8% the north end, The
sides of the chworch, with
~---a view on Eighih

clse well.

The stereopsirg ar the colleciion of fthe Hew RBedford
Free Public Libz I}.

D. Mason & Company,

with & biogranhical
Daniel Ricketson, §
tdfflin end Cow
cences; Ricketson

Supplemental HMaterial:

namneg of the building coumrltiee as follows:
1. Baler,
TOL, nges Howland 2nd,
illiam W, Swain, DaV'd . Greene, and

(Chairmsan), George 7
porgan, Willism I, Te;

Allen, Gideon Allen,'
Congdon,

Janesg B.
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Sources of informevion:
of lew Bedford and 1%s

the definitive histories of New Bedford--a

Oaﬂj,
zives Séeth H.

information cited here.

Architectural)  chavacter:

Leonard Bolles ¥llis, History
Vicdnity, 1602-1892 (Syracuse:
1892). This is considered one of
section; iv is well indexed.
; Bedford of the Pasi (Roston:

1903Y. This is a book of rTeminis-
Ingeils credit for the

' r—ol‘\‘d’ ) i
Clv., B« 242/ EIVES Tae
aueonun errihew
W,

¥11lis /Op.

Wiliiam 7. Ru“”cL+, Charles
Wiliien H.

sranite

church, having & thuee-aisled Goshic hall-plan® dnlerior
with plaster vaullts. Designed by A. J. Davie, it still

rebains much of its

Condition of Tshric

orizinal charecier.

: Bxcellent.

general history.

Houghton,



CONGREGAIIONAL (HOF FIRAST TAREMT) CHURCH
HABS Ho. HASS-0OBL {Page 3)

Techuical Degorapilon of Exierior
L. Qversll dimengions: Zfboulb 93' x 120', including tower.
Cne story, faciag sowuth.

2. ¥Foundations: Granite--a continuetion of the wall con-
struction.

3. Wall consiruciion: Rough faced graniile, courses two feet
high, picces Trom two Lo seven feet long {soue even tonger).
Yide moriar Joinbs--about 3/47. The moicrilel is said o

have come from a local gusrrey,

4. Towerg: There ls a large square central tover, with bel-
fry, at the southr f36nt; there are fouxr smaller sguare
towers, cone at each corner of the original siructure,
211 heve disgonal butiresses et the corners, and are
terminated by batilesents et the top, withoui spires.

At the woper corners of the main tower arve turrets set
diagonally, with valtlemenis.

5. Openings:

a, Doorways and Goors: There are thrge doorways on
the south froni--one in the cenvral ower and one
in the wall @t eilther side of the tower. The main
cenvral Goorway nas g polated arch, chmafered, with
a ginple label woulding over the arch, The tympanua
is {illed with wood vancling. Thers are two doors,
each with Tow penels, hung on very heavy bults.
There are grenite stens.

Fach side doorvay 1s 8 rectangular opening, with a
Tudor-arched wood frame seb in the nasoniry. There
is @ single wvo-psael door in each.

. Windows: ikin windows on the east and west walls
are high, with pointed arches. Openings have wooden
tracery, with a2 single mullion and one trensom bar.
They are {filled with colored lesded gleass, Masonry
arches have 2 heavy moulding, terminsting at the
gprins line in e rough corbel,

Over the mein entrance is a smell window, with lintel
and Llebel moulding, with wood lracoiy. Over each
gide enbrance is & gmall window, and sbove thei o .
smell window in form of a Latin cross (imitation .

of cross-bovw siilss).

6. hoof: The shape is gabled, with the ridge extending
north and south; the pibeh is falrxly low. The surface
is now covered wiuh ssohalt composition shinyles. Tower
are roofed with copper., There is & scuiile to the reof



C. iechnicsl Descrivilon of

1.

of the main bover, bUL‘
A bettlencnted perape

Hoof and ceildins consitruciion: Four

sewn birders gpen from the oubslde walleg, without any
apparentc su;po:t from the intericr ecolwms. Ab first
zlance vhey resexble e scissors vruss in vowa, bulb the
lower meigera 40 Do caryy uﬂ;Ough as Jn a 5eiss0rs
truss. i: i t ot each
side,
Prineipal rafters ere 11 1/27 x 11 172", nouvched into
the top of the 129 = 13Y kinyg post, ied ac 088 with
T oW v ilron serap, on each u;de 570% x 3% in
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ridge pole. The principsl refiers caryy

vwo 1 boliye inm cach or nCLJu¢ ;sfue;.

~

s nofpohed to receive e 37 o o2 127
three

ourlines

approximetely &Y x U9, on eech side., rhe sizub betveen

the king nost a*‘

the queen post is 7ix 7Y, and the

lower members of the truss are approxineg LGl, 124 = 12y
in sectlon. They ere tied across =t bthe cemter with
iron giraps and bolts. These lower menbers are nob

4

horizontal, bub ineline upwerd to the cenjer
truss.

Joints generally are woriticed and pegged; nany

of the

sre re-

inforced with ivon uuir*uog o surapb, end bolts. In

sy opinion this iron wori is originel.
The rooi surla athed with wide masal
from 10V 4o 207 Lde. nafte

centers.

The plaster

G
g are 3M w1/

veulss are hung from the tirugses in the

following manner: “timbers are supnorted on the lower

members of the truss, and from thein boards of

varying

gizes are suspended. To them are sccured wide boards

whose lower cdses egre cub %o the cuvve of the
surface. Across these boards sre nalled 10 x

gtrips; wood lath are nailed bo the fwring st

The vauly of the chancel is consirucied In o

vauls
4 Turring
rins.

gimilax

manner, bui with expanded metal lethini---obviously

nodern.

Inserior

Floor plan: The suditorium is rectanguler,

approximetely

797 wide by 72' long, divided into three fowr-bay aisles
oi’ equel height, uhe center aisle belng evproximabely
46" wide., A&t the north end ls a modern chencel, approxi-

mately 32' wide Dy 12' deep. At the south s

a vestibule
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in the main bower,
side. Over otne south end of the aud
iiery, weached feom winding imreys an the front

with & parrov anrciien on either
i is an organ

1,

& R o
orner tovers. IZdjoining the neirth ena of the church. |
is & wodorn oarish house., Under thz suiltorivy is a
asexcnt, conpletely wodernized.

he celling

=3

e ribbed

Hall and CCill“” i : Plagter, painted.,
of the =sudito ig in the Torwm of cuedripari

Gothic vaultin cenber ig o laysge gaﬁlle, instailed
in recent V@aiJ Por alr conditioning ownoucs. A guad-
miparcite vlaster ault over the vesiivule has ornamental
plaster folilege in panels at the zroins,

Doors: A small door in the soubheast tower appears Lo

be originel, modified with some glazing in the upper

i
part. It hag 2 box lock.

Trim: The colusng are cased with wood, each is round,
vith four colonncibies nutachﬂd The capitals were foir-
nerly sdimpler

The parapet of the organ gallery appears oriyginel; it

is paneled with a baitvlement motif, and painied imita-
tion of wood graining. Hizher and loue¢ nanels alter- _
nate, in the form of niches and guatrefoils, respectively.
the vestivule is wainscoted, with panels; the suditorium
is not. A4 wooden base, of the same profile ag the column
poses, exbends apround the auwditorium, :

There is one row of pews in each side alzsle, and & double
row on each side of the main aisie. Pew ends appear old,
and may be originel; they ere peneled, with peinted imita-
tion wood graining, and have a mahogany handrall at the
top. Doors and peneling generally reseable the parapet.
of thse organ zallery.

electric fixbtures--no indieation of

ng fixtures

Heating: Hodern heaﬁing end air condivioning sysioms.
Dueve now occupy & large psru ol whe avtic spece. There
is no visible inu;cahioqs of the original heating systen,
il any.

Miscellaneous: The corner {overs sre carried on wallu,
excent the inner cormer of each, which is supporied by.
g bricik vier visible from the aitlic. In the course of
alterations to the building, the inner corner of the
northeast tower was supporied on 2 steel vean lald
diagonally across the corner, bearing on side and end
walls. .
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anern,
wha essiern poriien of

dgeal of gpace bevvesn I md Coundy au:bpu* which bouncs
the site on whe west, AL the eosi ; Streat, end
on wine soubh is Und Soraet, bowend which the bullding
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rather wide _'L.O'LL
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Enclosures: £ {inc cast iron fence, showun on &n earlv
Lithograph of the hullding, still reﬂa*ﬂﬁ
east corner of the sito, Eh ¢ dou

OXAS

with vhe nealn 2 a;agonal ,
;escﬂo¢c thic uv“rcfu of %he xain chucch Sover, with
bavilemenved caps. The fonce yests on a has:
vihich is stepped wo follow the slon*ng Frouwnd clong
Union Street. 7The fence 1s abouy gix feet high, wiih
round vertical bars toppad by (leurg-de-lis, and a
frieze of cuatiefolils,
Lan”scapi o Thers is a hedze along County Stioect, and
a large pox Tndon Streeu, gad informel plentings,
A wide flagstone wall leads from the entrance gabte to
the central enirance door, with narrow br “BChQS Lo the

snatlier doors on eilther
crecized, is ploced &b the front of the bulluing os a
featwre of the setbing; 1t was replaced by & modern
ball. '

@, The originsl bell, aow




